THE   ADVANTAGES   PROPOSED   BY  RE-
PEALING THE SACRAMENTAL
TEST,  IMPARTIALLY
CONSIDERED.

WHOEVER writes impartially upon this subject, must
do it not only as a mere secular man, but as one who
is altogether indifferent to any particular system of Chris-
tianity. And, I think, in whatever country that religion pre-
dominates, there is one certain form of worship and ceremony,
which is looked upon as the established, and consequently
only the priests of that particular form, are maintained at
the public charge, and all civil employments are bestowed
among those who comply (at least outwardly) with the same
establishment.

This method is strictly observed, even by our neighbours
the Dutch, who are confessed to allow the fullest liberty to
conscience of any Christian state; and yet are never known
to admit any persons into religious or civil offices, who do
not conform to the legal worship. As to their military men,
they are indeed not so scrupulous, being, by the nature of
their government, under a necessity of hiring foreign troops
of whatever religious denomination, upon every great emerg-
ency, and maintaining no small number in time of peace.

This caution therefore of making one established faith,
seems to be universal, and founded upon the strongest
reasons; the mistaken, or affected zeal of obstinacy, and
enthusiasm, having produced such a number of horrible,
destructive events, throughout all Christendom. For, who-
ever begins to think the national worship is wrong, in any
important article of practice or belief, will, if he be serious,
naturally have a zeal to make as many proselytes as he can, and